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Welcome New Members

A Big THANK
You!!
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At last, .welcome to the 4™ edition of

Campfire.

The last couple of months have been full of
activity and excitement at the Valley. Our March
ODE was a huge success as you can see in the
following pages. We all know the work that goes
into preparing the Valley for an ODE is
considerable and the efforts of everyone who
contributed to making this day the success it was
are greatly appreciated.

Similarly we’d like to thank Jenny MacMahon for
organizing a fun packed Riding Clinic April 16 &
17. Participants were treated to some fabulous
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tuition by Nicole and Adam (pictured below) which
benefited horse and rider alike ...and the Trivia
Night tested our dancing skills as well as our
memory!

The voluntary contribution of the skills and time of
all our Members is the life blood of Hidden Valley.
When you contribute, we all benefit.

Remember also, your contributions are welcome in
Campfire. Got a suggestion, grievance, opinion or
picture? Please forward your Campfire
contribution to nell@blackbetty.com.au

What a weekend! The sixth Hidden Valley One
Day Event (ODE) was a resounding success.
Despite a heavy downpour as the first
competitors were entering the dressage arena,
the weather was beautiful and seemed to make
the grass look greener, the sky bluer and the
faces happier for the whole weekend.

An ODE is a competition which requires
successful completion of a dressage test, a
show jumping course and a cross country
course. The event was approved by Eventing
NSW and required the coordination of over 150
riders through the 3 separate competitions (and
also their camping, feeding and provision of
amenities!). The ODE was managed by the
Hidden Valley Horse Trials (HVHT) Committee
(Vicki Collins, Sylvia Gordon, Trish Hardy,
Caroline Holdstock, Brandon Keogh, Adam Little
and Jenny MacMahon) but could not have been
possible without the assistance of many, many
others including current members, past
members and friends of members. Each time
assistance was required there was friendly
volunteer ready to lend a hand. The
camaraderie of HV members over the weekend
was exceptional. Thank you so much to the
many helpers. Special mention must go to Adam
Little and his preparation of the Valley — it was a
show case!

With the friendliness of HV members and a
cross country course that has undergone recent
improvements; the Valley ODE maintained its

reputation for providing an excellent venue not
only for introductory, preliminary and pre-novice
riders but also for first timers and younger riders
in the very popular Newcomers class. New
cross country jumping efforts this year included
apexes, roll tops, modified logs and a new brick
wall.  The ODE cross country course was
designed by Belinda Bailey and provided a safe
yet challenging competition.

There were generous prizes for winners and
ribbons to 8" place. The following members
competed in the event with Rebecca Gordon
winning the Hidden Valley trophy for best
overall HV rider:

Preliminary - Rebecca Gordon (3rd
place)

Introductory - Adam Garlick, Catriona
Ferguson, Angela Dirago (nee Oliver)
Newcomers - Erin Beverley, Stephi
Collins, Bridget Garlick, Maddison
Garlick, Sylvia Gordon, Sarah Gough,
Laura Holdstock, Renee Langlands,
Melissa MacMahon, Chelsea Moeller,
Rachelle O'Donnell, Ashleigh
Wiseman.

The HVHT have commenced planning the next
events which are likely to include a jumping
clinic in June and a one-day Hunter Trial in
September.  Our next ODE is tentatively
planned for the end of March in 2010.

See the following page for some pictures of Hidden
Valley’'s March 09 ODE.
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If you would like to order a copy of one or more of the hundreds of professional photos taken at the ODE, please go to
http://www.maineventphotography.com.au/event%20albums/Hidden%20Valley%20March%202009/index.html

Jane Fergusson
Vicki Collins

Sylvia Gordon

Trish Hardy

Caroline Holdstock Rebecca Gordon Laura Holdstock

Brandon Keogh
Adam Little

Jenny MacMahon

Melissa MacMahon Stephi Collins

This fabulous panorama of the BBQ area was produced by John Beverly .
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Clockwise from top left:

Front Paddock with Guests: Nicole Graham and BJ: Quad Bike Molly: Kimberly Garlic & Texas: Maddie Garlic & Texas
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You may recall in the last issue of Campfire Steve
McKay listed an announcement calling for any
interested parties wishing to join him in a walk up
to Somersby. Despite putting in the hard yards
at the Bushfire Fundraiser the night before Steve,
along with (left to right) Rob Langlands,
George Baczocha, David Simmonds, Laura
Lollback and Leonie Langlands, set out.

As the following pics demonstrate, despite the
leaches, Hidden Valley has some pretty spectacular
sights to see.
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Steve promises this will not be a one off, and |
for one do not intend missing the next walk
through the Valley and beyond!

Well done Walkers!
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White Group with

Hayley Daniels

All other groups with
instructor to be
advised

Reminder!!!

If you have a horse
agisted at HV and you
want to organise rugging
this winter, call Adam 02
4362 1438 or email

manager@hiddenvalley.com.au
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The last six weeks have certainly kept us on
our toes to say the least. Skye a company
horse was required to be put down after she
suffered a broken rear leg on the 26" of
February, which was a very sad occasion.

All horses where wormed on the 25" of
March to keep our worming program on
track.

On the 2™ of March, we took delivery of 600
bales of new hay. 420 bales of Lucerne and
180 bales of cereal hay. This hay should take
us through to the new financial year and
cover most of winter.

We are currently hard feeding 9 horses and
using 4 and a half bales of hay a day. With
winter fast approaching, feeding will increase
to 15 or 16 horses on hard feeds and using
up to eight bales a day, weather dependant.

Also in February we lost Tristan Most as our
regular farrier due to him moving to
Queensland. Jim Church has taken over as
the new farrier for Hidden Valley. While we
have had our teething problems, things are
slowly working out.

All  vehicles on the property including
stationary motors, Quad, Ute, Dozer, Tractor
and mowers were serviced and all required
some major servicing and replacement parts
to either fix or repair damage or regular
servicing. The mower is still of great concern
to me as even though we have had the
engine rebuilt, the motor is worn and in
realistic terms we should be looking to
purchase a “ New” ride on mower which can
do the job without all the break downs.

Most activity about the place since the last
report has been spent preparing the property
for the ODE such as slashing, mowing,
chemical spraying, painting, repairing jumps
and or purchasing materials for the ODE
course.

Future Happenings.

The tin for the workshop shed is awaiting
delivery and once we have the roofing
material on site we will organise a number of
work parties, so we can complete the job at
hand which is re-roofing the workshop. This
is a large task which requires teams of five
people to help on any one day.

Track clearing up to the archery range will
occur before the June long weekend, so our

long ride can take place.

Future repairs to the fencing at Hidden Valley is
planned along with the continued painting of all the
wooden fences on the property after repairs have
taken place.

The Catchment Management Authority has recently
set up monitoring sites on Hidden Valley as apart of
our CMA grant we received earlier this year. Four
sites have been set up so it will be interesting to
see the results of our hard work.

Another Wranglers update course will be held in
May — June to further add to the skills which where
gained at the last training day. A date has to be set
and will be advertised in the near future to get as
many participants to gain further skills.

Duty Manager Roster

May 1l &2 Gale & Erin Beverly

May 9 & 8 Adam
May 16 & 17 Adam
May 23 & 24 ??
May 30 Adam
May 31 Sylvia
June 6 &7 ??
June 13 & 14 Adam
June 20 & 21 ??
June 27 & 28 Adam

Duty Managers needed !
Please call Adam to
volunteer!!
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The truth about the Australian Brush-turkey

| realise now that | have been calling this bird by
its wrong name. How do you escape from such
a faux pas? | always thought it was a Bush
Turkey, but no the texts are adamant that it's a
Brush Turkey. This is the big turkey we see
kicking and hopping around Hidden Valley all
the time. It has mainly black body plumage,
bare red head, yellow throat wattle and laterally
flattened tail.

Apart from Hidden Valley the Australian Brush-
turkey's range extends along eastern Australia,
from Cape York Peninsula, Queensland, south
to the northern suburbs of Sydney and the
lllawarra region of New South Wales.

Brush-turkeys feed on insects, seeds and fallen
fruits. The ones at Hidden Valley supplement
their diet by scavenging in the bins and outside
the Cabins.

The Australian Brush-turkey incubates its eggs
in a large mound. The male usually builds a
single large mound of organic matter,
approximately 4m in diameter and 1m high. |
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haven't seen one around the Valley for a while — I'll
keep you posted on that. The male maintains the
nest at a constant temperature of 33 - 38C by
digging holes in the mound and inserting his bill to
check the heat, then adding and removing
vegetable matter as required. You'd wonder where
he keeps the thermometer. Once hatched the
small birds are fully feathered and are able to walk
and fend for themselves immediately.

Hidden Valley extends a very warm welcome to
our newest members (from left) Kathy, Chris,
Maddie, Tom and Alex Hunter.

Yearning for a bit of rural relief from the buzz of
city life and an opportunity to rekindle her love
of riding, Kath and Chris have taken up a 12
month TBYB membership with the Valley.

*

In the short time they have been with us Kathy has
demonstrated her considerable horsemanship
skills, Chris has wielded a chainsaw down the back
road, Maddie and Alex have bonded with several
company horses and Tom has explored many of
our bike tracks.

Please join me in extending a very open Hidden
Valley welcome to the Hunters — let's hope they fall
in love with the place as much as us and stay on
as full members next year!

(Right) Kathy takes Judy Warren-Smith’s horse, Mimi, for a few controlled laps of
the Western Arena during the Easter Camp Clinic.

Please forward any
contributions you have for
Campfire to
nell@blackbetty.com.au

Contributions:

Publish Date:

May 18
May 25

Hidden Valley Co -op
Ourimbah Creek Road
Ourimbah

Phone:
02 4362 1438

E-mail;
manager@hiddenvalley.com.au

Remember!!

This offer finishes on
June 30 2009!

If you or a friend are
interested in taking it up

get in quick.

It will not be
available on
July 11111




